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Preface

The relentless march of digital technology has fundamentally reshaped our world,
creating a society that is more interconnected and efficient than ever before. This digital
revolution, however, has brought with it a new frontier of criminal activity. Cybercrimes,
in their myriad forms, now pose a significant and ever-evolving threat to individuals,
corporations, and national security. In this landscape, a comprehensive understanding of
the legal frameworks designed to combat these offences is not just beneficial—it is
essential.

The Information Technology Act, 2000, has been the cornerstone of India's cyber legal
jurisprudence for over two decades. It has provided the primary legal scaffolding for
addressing a spectrum of digital offences. However, the recent, monumental overhaul of
India's criminal justice system, marked by the enactment of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, has
ushered in a new era of legal interpretation and application. This legislative shift
necessitates a fresh and thorough examination of cyber law and its enforcement.

This "Handbook on the Information Technology Act, 2000" has been conceived to meet
this critical need. It is designed to be a comprehensive and accessible resource for a
diverse audience, including legal practitioners, judges, law enforcement agencies,
corporate professionals, forensic experts, and students of law. Our objective is twofold:
first, to provide a detailed, section-by-section analysis of the offences and penalties
prescribed under the IT Act, enriched with seminal case studies and judicial precedents.
Second, and crucially, to dissect the profound impact of the new criminal laws on the
existing provisions of the IT Act, offering clarity on the evolving legal landscape.

We have endeavoured to create more than just a commentary; this handbook is a
practical tool. Through real-world examples and in-depth case studies, it bridges the gap
between theoretical legal provisions and their practical application in investigations and
courtrooms. It navigates the intricate interplay between the specialized provisions of the
IT Act and the general principles of the new penal code, offering readers a holistic
understanding of cyber offence prosecution in India today.

As we stand at this legal crossroads, it is our sincere hope that this handbook will serve
as an indispensable guide, empowering its readers to navigate the complexities of Indian
cyber law with confidence and clarity. We trust it will be a valuable companion in our
collective effort to ensure a just, safe, and secure digital environment for all.

Rahul Kailas Bharati
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